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[mmediately after the first contact with terrorists at night, the complete area was cordoned
Offand stops were established close LOC. The operational area which was cordoned had dense
Jungle, thick undergrowth and large number houses and Bukharwal huts. Therefore the search
operation was tedious and time consuming. At around 7.30 AM two more terrorists were killed by a
stop while they were trying to escape from the cordon. At around 8.30 AM, one of my intelligence
Sources informed me that four terrorists were hiding in a house on the hill side. I immediately
mobilised approximately 50 soldiers and rushed to cordon off the particular house. Since the house
was located on a hill side with a dominating view, as we started approaching the house terrorists
opened fire with Universal Machine gun. However, we managed to establish the cordon without
giving an opportunity for the terrorists to escape. The house was stone walled and the roof was

made of timber and mud layers. We engaged the house from all directions with Machine guns,
Rocket launchers and small
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[ was controlling the operation from a distance of approximately 80 meters from the house
sheltered by a big boulder. Since there was no fire from terrorists for nearly 10 minutes, I presumed
that due to our intense fire, especially by Rocket Launchers, either the terrorists must have been
grievously injured or have been killed. I decided to send a team to ascertain the situation and carry
out the final assault to eliminate the wounded terrorists. By then, Sub Surinder Singh had reached
my location and he volunteered to lead the team, since that operation was triggered by his Rifle
Company and he was keen to finish the operation. As the team reached approximately 20 meters
from the house, Sub Surinder Singh heard the noise of cocking of a rifle and he immediately

withdrew the team and reached me.
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Once again | carried out an appreciation of the situation and came to a conclusion that the
only option left to me to eliminate the holed up terrorists was to blast the house roof and assaylt
from top. An assault charge was prepared quickly using explosives. Again Sub Surinder Singh
volunteered to lead the assault team. The team crawled up to the house, got on to the roof and
blasted a big opening in the roof. Sub Surinder immediately rushed and lobbed two grenades
through the opening, but unfortunately, at the same time, a terrorist lobbed a grenade from inside
which exploded instantaneously injuring Sub Surinder Singh who was on the roof top. Despite
being grievously injured, he lobbed two more grenades through the opening. As he desired all
terrorists were killed and the operation had come to an end, but he was no more to see the results.
We had eliminated nine terrorists in that operation, but at what a heavy price. I had lost the bravest
of brave soldiers who sacrificed his life on my orders. Sub Surinder Singh was known in the
Battalion as one man Army for his bravery, initiative and drive. One more valiant son of India laid
down his life in honour of his mother land without even thinking for a moment about his wife,
voung daughter and son at home. The grateful nation honoured late Sub Surinder Singh with the

highest peace time gallantry award, Ashoka Chakra on 26 Jan 2003.





{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

